


DAN JACKSON 


SCOTT HEPBURN 


ШІ. 


TOM MOR 


N ПА! ІШ 
TM Ην 
su HEPBURN 


i аи 


ΙΒ DAVID N 


When the seas rose, genetic codes were smashed. Human 
Settlements are ringed by the wild, from which ferocious new 
animal species prey on the helpless. The high ground belongs 
to the rich and powerful, who over-look swampland shantytowns 
from their fortresslike cities. Iron-fisted rule ensures order and 
allows the wealthy to harvest the poor as slaves. Welcome to 
the world of Orchid. 
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"In the days 
when humans |- 
| could read... 


days when 
animals could 
be tamed and | 
domesticated... | 








“there was an axiom 
of something they 
used to call ‘physics.’ 











“A self-evident, 
unbending truth... 


NO WORD. 
FROM WASHINGTON 
FOR ATY-TWO 
DAYS NOW, EKRZZZTE 
THE VERTICAL FOOD- 
CHAIN LATTICE 
¿KRZZKE CONTINUES 
TO DISINTEGRATE 
SZKRRRRRITTE 
EXPONENTIAL 
КАТЕ-- 


“When the seas 
rose, genetic codes 
were smashed. 
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“The human settlements that 
remaín are ringed by ΤΗΕ WILD, a 
dense, uncharted wildernese from 

which ferocious new animal species | 
emerge to prey on Ше helpless. 








“The high ground belongs to the 
rich and powerful. Fortreselike 
cities overlook vast expanses of 
desolate swampland, іп which 
the scattered masses of castoff 
poor huddle in wet shantytowns 
under crumbling bridges. 





“Iron-fisted rule 
ensures order with 
pitiless cruelty and 
allows the wealthy 
to harvest the poor 
as slaves. 





“General China 
died in battle, 

the infamous mask 
taken as a prize 
by Tomo Wolfe." 


“The dead were 
burned and 

the survivors 
trapped between 
the slave traders 
of Tomo Wolfe 
and the Wild. 


“These wretched 
BRIDGE PEOPLE, 
condemned to a 
Ше of pee 
and poverty, turne: 
to a quasi-religious 
mythic warrior for 
redemption. 


“An army of the 
dispossessed 
formed under the 
mysterious General 
China—a masked 
leader who led an 
assault on dictator 
0110 μονο 
ipregnable 
mountain city, 
Fortress Penuel. 





"yet some 


refused to 
surrender, 


“A young fighter named Anzio led a suicide raid on an 
armed caravan en route to Fortress Penuel. Against all odds 
he and his SHADOW REBELS ‘liberated’ the mask taken from 
the defeated General China, 


“The mask was a 
symbol of hope, of 
resistance...ani 

they were willing 
to die for it. 


also rumored to 
t tremendous 
ut perilous power 
to the one who 
wore It." 


Oh, I'M JUST 
ENTOYING SGASPE 
THE SUNSET. OCHRE 
HUE, WOULDN'T YOU 
2GULPE SAY? ANI 
оір YOU CATCH THAT 

ZWHEEZEE WHIFF 
OF AZALEAS ON THE 
BREEZEZ LOVELY 
3GASPE EVENING. 

\ MUST WE RUSH? 








IT'S OUR 


әр 
tz 

< 
$0 
9 
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ΝΟ ONE BUT 
A SAINT CAN 
WEAR--CAN 
SURVIVE-— 
THIS THINGS 


ANZIO! WE 
HAVE ΤΟ USE 


THE MASK! 
USE IT NOW! 





WE... 
SURRENDER. 




















ΤΗΕ GREAT 
PRISONERS AND 
ARE SECURED, 
DON 
GLETKIN. ë 


TELL ΜΕ 
OW... AND 
PERHAPS T'LL 


SPARE THESE 
OTHER WATER 
RATS! 





Bah! WHEN YOU 
SUPERSTITIOUS FOOLS λα ο, NN 
STOLE THIS “HOLY” қ REMAINS OF 
MASK, YOU CHOSE ^ 4 A FILTHY 
YOUR FATE! N ~ = 多 e PEOPLE! 


PERHAPS 


OR, "GREAT 
вМОЁЕ, ANZIO" DO YOU | 
ЗАУР, HAVE SOMETHING 
z TÓ SAYZ 
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I'LL BE 
TAKING 79/5 


NOW 
PARDON 
ΜΕ, SIRS, 
BUT IDO 

BELIEVE I'VE 
OVERSTAYED... 








AND xou YOU SMUG 
EAP. SMILE 


DUNG HEAP. 5 
WHILE YOU CAN. I WILL 
TAKE GREAT PLEASURE 
ORCING THAT 


IN F 
GREENFOOT'S SEVEREU 
HEAD DOWN YOUR 
BRIDGE-SCUM THROAT. 


WE HAVE 
CAUGHT 
YOU! 


BUT GREAT LORD 
GLETKIN, AA CANNOT: 
5ТОР. МИ OU 

CANNOT CATCH. 


FIND THAT 
MAN! IF HE'S 
DEAD, BRING 

HIM TO МЕ! 


BUT 
RETRIEVE 
THE MASK! 


TAKE HIM TO 
PENUEL! HE WILL 





Ey 
MINE 


SIX YEARS 
IN THE SLAVE PITS. 
N R SIX 1 
ТНЕ ЕОВОТІС5 SLAVE 
CORPS. TWO YEARS 
ON THE RUN WITH 
21 IND THE 








一 一 


THE LEECH 
ADDICTS PULL 
— THE DAY. 


— 





THE COMMERCE OF 
LUST DRAINS THE DAD 


OF PROSTITUTES 
THEIR CLIENTS ALIKE. 


THE SLAVE 
TRADERS CULL 
OUR STRONGEST 
ТО ΤΟΙ; IN THE 
PITS OF FENUEL. 


| AND EVERY "CRIME" 
RINGS ΤΗΕ WHIP 
INP THE BRAND! 











YEHZU, MY 
LOVE, Т. WAS SO 
WORRIED! 


DON'T 
EVER LEAVE 
HERE WITHOUT N 
ME OR YOUR SERVICE, 
SISTER AGAIN! MADAM. 


I CANT NO, NO, IT'S 
THANK YOU вен 


HE'S SAFE. 


Goov 
HEAVENS, Т/М 
SLAP TM 
SAFE! 


YOUR SISTER. 
your Peer Sie, IS LATE, YEHZU. 
LET ME AT LEAST LIKE YOU, SHE 

DRY YOUR DOES NOT 
CLOTHES. 7 S LISTEN. 


WELL, T CAN 
GUARANTEE YOU 
THAT I AM NO “SIR,” 
BUT THAT IS A MOST 
GENEROUS OFFER. 








На, ha! PRETTY 
DECENT FIRST 
TIMER. 


YOU BETTER LEARN 
TO KNOW YOUR ROLE 
AROUND HERE QUICK... 

OR YOU WON'T 
LAST... 


TAKE IT EASY I SUPPOSE I 
WERE Ni ὦ WAS. BUT THAT 
ЫЎ rn 
: | απο 7} 
\\, νά 
MA 4 ` NS 
ig 





в 
А 
ΑΙ, 
GET MY MONEY!! 





BUT HE Y 
FIXED THE 
HEATER 
STOVE IN 
ONE 
MINUTE! 


THERE WAS 
THIS HORRIBLE 
THING 


CHASING-- 


GET AWAY 
FROM MY 

BROTHER. 
NOW! 


IT’S QUITE 
ALL RIGHT. 
YOUR FAMILY”: 
HOSPITALITY 
HAS BEEN 


REPROACH, 
BUT I REALLY Ú 
MUST BE ON 
MY WAY. 
THERE'S THIS 


AND IT 
SEEMS I'M 
THE LAST-- 








LOOK, 
IM THE 
ONE YOU 

WANT! LET 

THEM GO! 
THEY'VE 


INI 
NOTHING! 


LISTEN, 
ORCHID! I'VE 
GOT GREAT 
NEWS! THEY'RE 
ONLY SLAVE 
TRADERS! 








TI BE 


CONTINUED... 





Welcome to the letter column for Orchid, the new Dark Horse 

s by Tom Morello and Scott Hepburn. I hope you greatly 
enjoyed issue #1 and its very first look into Orchid's world, 
which is not unlike our own if. you look closely enough, and 
yet very, very different. Please share your thoughts, feelings, - 
and questions regarding the series by e-mailing the address 
above, and we'll run your letters here for the duration of: the: 
series. 


Each issue of Orchid will also be accompanied by a free piece 
of musical score by Morello. The first song, “It Begins Tonight" 
featured on Morello's latest Nightwatchman album, World. 
Wide Rebel Songs, but complimentary to you, dear тезден: 
Please checkit out here: 
ightwatchmanMusic.com 


Please return next month with your issue of Orchid in hand; = 
while you listen to music composed specifically for the comic 
Its a totally unique experience that could only be done with 

a story so grand, evocative, and powerful as Orchid will er 
‘be. You won't want to miss a moment. 


I heard you were looking for thoughts and/or questions in 

jards to the upcoming release of Orchid, the new comic book. 
conceived by Tom Morello. | actually reported the news about 
Orchid for a website I freelance. for when first heard aboutitin ` 
Comic Shop News—so, as you can imagine, Im excited by this. 
upcoming project. lm hoping that the story iscompelling, but 


-hope canbe, and more. Cheers! 


atthe back. It made. the entire project that much more enjoya 


< ee 


Tun cree ifthere isa defined endto theseries?lmsure | 
that will be dependent upon sales, as well α the whims (2/728 
Morello himself, but l'm hoping the character is left in. sucha way. 


that futurestories could be аша) iforwhen I dr 


-All Д ай, Im looking forward’ this series, andi Гат mthriled to 


See so many outputs forsuchagifted artist and musician. Негев 
-hopit at the comicis everything Dark Horse and u Du 


бес, Ben Locke 


| Thanks for heeding our call for letters; Ben. Orchid Will be - 


twelve issues altogether. Having now read this first issue, 
Y hope you've enjoyed the experience and will return next 


- > month for some more wonderfully bizarre world building, as- 
ellas tension building between the rather chatty Simon and | 
=> the fierce Zuvor Orchid. : 


SE Sierra Hahn, editor - 


knowing Mr. Morello’ activism, Im sure there will also be some — — 


social commentary. I’m all for this, because, as an. activist myself = 


I think that anything we can do to raise awareness of social. 
injustices and inequalities is a worthy o e 
when done through art. 


lo want to say, though, that even though Ivebeen afan of To 
Morello since first heard his wonderful guitar talents in Rage 
‚Against the Machine (way back in the nineties), and have fol- 


lowed his career with enthusiasm for his guitar-playing ability as ` 


well as his: songwriting ability (as realized i. кшш 


is is phenomenal подава especially if the song ties to the 
ue in some way. One of my favorite books of alltime, Local, by. 
Wood, had the author putting a soundtrack to each issue 





